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Landi ’39: Part IV 
Unifying the Swiss with War Looming 

by Richard T. Hall 

The first three parts of this series were published in the September 2010, May 2011, and July 
2011 issues of TELL.  Part I traced some of the rationale behind the Swiss National Exhibition of 
1939, and recounted special stamps and flights in conjunction with the Exposition.  Parts II and III 
described a tour of the left bank venue of the Exposition site. 

 Having completed the tour of the left bank of the 

Landi, the visitor now had four choices to get across the 

lake to the Riesbach or right bank venue.  He could take 

the ferry boat from either of two locations, one at the 

Festplatz or one by the Enge entrance (Figure 50).  He 

could exit the exposition grounds and take a bus or taxi 

up around the northern tip of the lake and re-enter the 

xposition grounds at the Riesbach entrance.  Or he could 

take a four-minute aerial cable car ride across the lake.  

During the Landi 705,700 riders chose the last option 

while 5,094,900 opted for the ferry boats (Figure 51). 

 The cable of the aerial cable ride (the 

Schwebebahn) was supported by two 240-foot towers on 

opposite sides of the lake (Figures 52 and 53).  The 

boarding platforms at the tops of the towers were each accessed by two high-speed elevators, purported to 

be the fastest elevators in Europe, travelling at 13.65 feet per second, taking 20 seconds to reach the top.  

The cable ride itself took four minutes to cross to the other side with up to 20 passengers. 

 The tower on the Enge side also housed a restaurant at the 80-foot level.  The restaurant was 

called, appropriately, the Turmrestaurant (Tower Restaurant) (Figure 54) and could seat 180 patrons with 

panoramic views of the lake, the exposition, and downtown Zürich.  Patrons could pick up a postcard at the 

restaurant (Figure 55). 

 While the left bank venue of the Landi celebrated the unity of the nation, the right bank celebrated 

its diversity.  Figure 56 shows the Riesbach entrance plaza.     

 (Continued on page 9) 
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Fig. 50.  The ferry connecting the two venues on either 

side of the lake (L.A. 22, Photoglob). 
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Missing Rayon II with 

Framed Cross 
by Harlan F. Stone 

For several months I have heard reports 

that registered mail from Europe to the United 

States has been going into the normal mail stream 

from the entry airport to the destination post of-

fice. It turns out this break in security has been 

true, much to the regret of a Swiss dealer and an 

American collector of Switzerland. It seems a rare 

copy of a used Rayon II stamp with framed cross 

(Zumstein No. 16I) is missing as a result. 

To help the dealer find his lost letter, my 

philatelic insurance agent told me to call a well-

known U.S. stamp exhibitor who happens to be a 

former special agent of the U.S. Internal Revenue 

Service, and who in retirement is now an indepen-

dent investigator on consumer fraud cases for the 

U.S. Postal Service. Within the Postal Service this 

fellow philatelist located Keith Boyce, a special 

agent in its Office of the Inspector General (OIG), 

which investigates internal crimes by postal em-

ployees. Mr. Boyce has passed along the following 

account through my philatelic contact. 

In June the OIG arrested an employee in 

the post office processing center at John F. Kenne-

dy Airport in New York, who had about 100 regis-

tered letters in his possession and another 300 in 

his car. This employee admitted stealing registered 

mail for several months, primarily from Switzer-

land, Germany and Great Britain. He was looking 

for cash to improve his life style, including home 

improvements and three new cars). If he found no 

cash in an envelope, he threw it away with the 

contents as he drove past trash cans after leaving 

the airport. The Swiss dealer mailed the Rayon II 

on February 15, apparently soon after this crime 

spree started.  

After hearing the value of the Rayon II, Mr. 

Boyce said he would start collecting information on 

the value of other lost items. He proposes to seize 

the assets of the arrested employee so he can 

reimburse the registered mailers for at least some 

of their losses. If you want to report a loss, send 

details to Mr. Boyce at kboyce@uspsoil.gov.  

 

  I. G. STAMPS   SWITZERLAND 

  Please visit my Web site: http:www.igstamps.com 
• Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal history. 

• Each item has a brief description and picture. 

• You can search for your particular collecting interest. 

• As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list. 

• Those members who do not have a computer please contact me.  I will send you a 
printed copy of your collecting interests. 

Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG11 1SL, England 

E Mail admin@igstamps.com 

The Industrielle Kriegswirtschaft Issue of Switzerland 1918-1919 

By Michael Peter and Ralph Soderberg 

German/English; 172 pages in color 

Comprehensive analysis of the first official stamps of Switzerland. It includes plating characteristics to 
help the collector distinguish forgeries from the real thing. Includes over 160 illustrations. Easy to under-
stand German and English text in a collector-friendly writing style. A “must” for the new or established 
collector of this issue.  

←  ←  ←    See a sample page on page 2.    ←  ←  ← 

Pre-publication Price extended until October 1: $65 Postage Paid in the US to AHPS members 

Ask Bruce for foreign prices; Retail $95 after publication 

Send check payable to AHPS to: Bruce Marsden/AHPS, 20 Whitney Road, Short Hills, NJ 07078  
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Handbook and Specialized Catalog of the Swiss 

Cantonal Stamps 1843-1854 
by Hans Schwarz, CPhH, AIJP 

This article was published in the Schweizerischen Briefmarken Zeitung (SBZ) 2011 issue 5-6, pp. 194-202, and 
is reprinted here with the gracious permission of the SBZ.  The translation is by George Struble. 

Handbuch und Spezialkatalog “Schweizer Kantonalmarken 1843-1854” [Handbook and Specialized Catalog 

of Swiss Cantonal Stamps 1843-1854], a publication of Corinphila Auktionen AG, Zürich, Switzerland.  Au-

thors: Karl Louis, Antoine Clavel, and Walter Brühlman. 

Orders: Corinphila Auktionen AG, Wiesenstrasse 8, CH-8034 Zürich, or from your philatelic dealer.  Price 

CHF 89 plus shipping. 

The problem is almost as old as philately itself: it is that of the conservation, registra-

tion, and transmission of philatelic knowledge to future generations.  Of course there are a 

quantity of archives administered by collectors, dealers, auctioneers, and The Post.  Also, the 

philatelic literature is becoming ever more coherent and voluminous.  Different editors of 

stamp catalogs dedicate much energy to publishing carefully edited catalogs.  However, they 

often lack a complete and compact synthesis of the knowledge existing in a specific domain.  

According to the evidence, such a synthesis can never pretend to be exhaustive, and in any case 
the authors of Handbook and Specialized Catalog of the Swiss Cantonal stamps 1843-1854, pub-

lished by Corinphila in Zürich do not claim to be exhaustive.  But this work, for philately and 

for future future generations of collectors, is truly remarkable, and the fact that such a project 

has been undertaken should be saluted with great enthusiasm. 

 

A New Approach to the cantonal stamps of 1843 to 1854 

In the catalogs that we know well, such as the Zumstein and the SBK catalogs, the cantonal stamps 

issued from 1843 until the end of their validity on 

October 1, 1854 are presented in the traditional 

manner: stamps mint and canceled, stamps on cov-

er, principal varieties and printing errors, with 

some brief historical and postal notes. 

With Handbook and Specialized Catalog of 

the Swiss Cantonal stamps 1843-1854, conceived, 

developed, and published by Corinphila, the collec-

tor has at his disposal a catalog based on a totally 

new concept, with the character of a reference 

handbook for the cantonal stamps, and which also 

deals with the usage of these stamps.  In contrast to 

traditional catalogs, the collector finds in this new 

work detailed information and price indications on 

other aspects than those concerning stamps alone: 

information on the numerous postage rates and the 

cancellations, information on rarity, value esti-

mates taking account of rarity and prices attained 

in auctions, types and places of use, basic informa-

tion on aspects of postal history, etc.  The new work 

is thus much more than a complete of the catalog 

genre. The new collector interested in classical 

Swiss philately, and also the specialized collector, 

thus has in his hands a fundamental work and a 

very large database of the fascinating – but complex 

– domain of classic Swiss philately.  
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The Historical Context 

The years 1843 to 1854 were characterized by important historic and political events: the war of the 

Sonderbund in 1847 and 1848, the loss of cantonal authority with the formation of the Helvetic Confedera-

tion in 1848 – with the new federal constitution and the establishment of a federal administration – and 

the monetary reform of January 1, 1852 (which introduced a uniform common currency).  The cantonal 

postal administrations continued to administer postal couriers in autonomous regions, for the federal post 

created in 1849 still existed only on paper.  It was only in 1850 that federal postage stamps appeared and 

replaced the stamps of the cantonal administrations of Zürich, Geneva, and Basel.  When the the new fed-

eral stamps of the “Strubel” series were issued in September 1854 (this was the first issue of federal 

stamps after the monetary reform), all the stamps, including the old cantonal stamps, reached the end of 

their “postal life;” they lost their franking validity on October 1, 1854. 

In integrating this political and historical context with evident importance, philately has profoundly 

changed in the course of the last several years.  Aspects of postal history, which represent the process of 

political evolution, gain in importance: cancellations, use of different stamps in the communes and cantons, 

mixed frankings of different issues – with sometimes juxtapositions of different currencies – accompanying 

manuscript markings of postage and correspondence beyond cantonal boundaries. 

Collectors, and among them the specialists, are used to paying higher prices for items which are in-

teresting from the point of view of postal history.  Traditional Swiss stamp catalogs have only followed in 

an insufficient manner the evolution of postal history as it complements classical philately.  This “deficit” is 

now overcome by the appearance of the new handbook and specialized catalog. 

 

The Background 

In 2007, Corinphila Auctions AG acquired the important archives of Hans Hunziker and Emil 

Rellstab, two renowned philatelic experts who were active over many years.  The two archives were united 

in 2010, then completed by the establishment of a vast card catalog recording all the existing important 

stamps, covers, and cancellations of the classical period of Swiss philately.  After the preparation of the 

catalog of Corinphila’s Auction 168, Walter Brühlman, a member of Corinphila’s team of experts, first had 

the idea of publishing the accumulated knowledge in the form of a handbook and catalog, and to put it at 

the disposition of all collectors.  The idea was also, with this work, to give new orientations and impetus to 

the writing up and presentation of collections. 

In the course of putting to use the archives of Hunziker and Rellstab, as well as Corinphila’s vast 

card catalog, numerous questions of basic importance appeared: 

• How many comparable items exist of an especially rare stamp, of an unusual cancellation, of 

a rare franking of  a letter, or what items exist in large numbers? 

• Is there an “origin” of an item, in other words, is a previous owner (perhaps well known) 

known, or is it mentioned in an old catalog or in an old auction catalog? 

The more such a “genealogical tree” for an item makes reference to facts from the past, the more in-

teresting it is to collectors.  The provenance becomes a sort of cachet of authenticity.  In philately, as in the 

realm of art, provenance has become an aspect of the rarity of a postage stamp that cannot be ignored. 

Hans Hunziker and Emil Rellstab archived all the photos of items that had been submitted to them 

to expertise.  Moreover, they completed them with a rich documentation of comments relative to these rari-

ties in the philatelic literature or in various publications. 

In addition to putting to use these two archives, the numerous auction sales of Swiss philately that 

have taken place by Corinphila these last 90 years and concurrent sales by other companies have been ex-

ploited in the form of cards with images, text, and if available, prices realized.  This card catalog of “Clas-

sical Swiss” is thus extended to many thousands of cards.  It will certainly never be possible to record all 

the items in a collecting area.  But the experts at Corinphila made use of the most important archive of its 

type existing today on the stamp issues in Switzerland’s classic period. 
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Catalog Numbers, an “old” subject 

Today, for any given stamp issue, there are several catalog numbers, since the principal catalog edi-

tors apply their own numbering system.  This does not simplify the life of the collector.  In Corinphila’s new 

“Handbook and Catalog”, the cantonal stamps are once again grouped differently from other Swiss stamp 

catalogs.  They too are numbered according to a different system.  This is understandable, and is explained 

by the vision tied to postal history by the authors.  But this also makes the collector choose a numbering 

system and apply it in a consistent manner.  Since in the end only a few stamps are concerned, the overall 

view does not suffer too much.  Besides, the editor has in his introduction proposed a global view, listing for 

each stamp the Zumstein, Michel, Scott, and Yvert & Tellier catalog numbers.  In the various chapters, the 

authors show the Zumstein catalog numbers beside their own new numbering system. 

 

The Most Important Modifications 

The usual classification of some stamp issues as “stamps of the transition period” of cantonal issues 

to federal issues is abandoned: 

• The 2 ½ rappen “Winterthur” stamp is classified among the Zürich cantonal issues.  It was certainly 

part of the transition period from cantonal to federal post, but this issue was issued by the Zürich 

cantonal post for canton Zürich and the new postal district VIII which included the cantons of 

Schaffhausen, Zug, and Thurgau. 

• The “Vaud 4,” “Vaud 5,” and “Neuchâtel” issues have been regrouped in the chapter of the cantonal 

stamps of Geneva.  These stamps too were issued as cantonal stamps of the transition period be-

tween cantonal and federal post.  But they were actually issued by the Geneva postal administration 

and were intended for use within the canton of Geneva. 

• The three cantons that used their own stamp issues – Zürich, Basel, and Geneva – are treated as in-

dependent philatelic areas.  Therefore, contrary to traditional catalogs, the numbering system starts 

at 1 for each of the three cantons. 
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In order to avoid confusion, the name of the canton is indicated before the catalog number, for ex-

ample, “Basel 1.” 

The latest research on the Basel Dove with respect to printings and colors has been taken into con-

sideration.  The information has been completed by a synthesis of the most recent discoveries, published in 

Journal Philatélique Suisse 11/2010 under the title “Exakte Farbbestimmungen der Basler Taube” [Color 

Classification of the Basel Dove] by Dr. Andreas Burckhardt.  The cataloging and pricing of printing errors 

and plate faults will have to be revisited in a next edition of the Handbook and Specialized Catalog.  Nu-

merous printing errors are well described and illustrated in the Zumstein Specialized Catalog, Vol. 1, (XXV 

edition, 2000), as well as in the annual SBK Catalog. 

 

 

Detailed Information – an example of the “Zürich 4” and “Zürich 6” 

In addition to the value indications mentioned below and the new classification previously de-

scribed, the Handbook and Specialized Catalog contains much important complementary information.  

Thus, for each issue, precise indications are given on the different scales of weight, postage rates for regis-

tered mail and printed matter, tables of postage rates for letters sent outside the canton with notation of 

the rayon distance and scales of weight, and the new postage rates introduced by the new federal law on 

postage rates from January 1, 1852  to the end of validity of the cantonal stamps on September 30, 1854. 

With respect to the “Zürich 4” and “Zürich 6” issues, the authors give information on the manufac-

ture of the lithographic plates and the five different types, as well as paper variations, special use of “ex-

press” letters, early and late uses, fractional stamps, use as partial postage to the cantonal boundary, 

letters “forwarded” to other countries, multiple and mixed frankings, sketches, and essays.  The specialist 

thus has at his command one document that gives him a complete view of each cantonal issue, a global 

view that has not been possible until now. 

 

Pricing 

In comparison with the Swiss stamp catalogs that we know, the Handbook and Specialized Catalog 

of Swiss Cantonal issues 1843-1854 introduces a completely new system of calculating value.  It uses a 
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“base price” for the stamps and letters (which do not take into consideration the eventual peculiarities) and 

supplementary “plus-values” for postal markings and rare uses, as well as for varieties. 

The base values in the new Handbook and Specialized Catalog are base quotations in Swiss francs 

(CHF) for mint and used stamps as well as for stamps on cover, taken from the 2011 SBK Catalog.   

For rare cancellations, covers with particular usages, or cataloged varieties, a plus-value (which 

adds to the base price) is added in percentages.  Some important plus-values are given as multipliers.  The 

sum of the base price and the plus-value gives the final quotation (total value). 

Thus, for example, here is what that does for a “Zürich 6” Number 2II (Z. number 2W) canceled 

with a “blue rosette:” the base price of a used “Zürich 6” stamp Number 2II is CHF 2300 (SBK).  The plus-

value of a rare cancellation (like a “blue rosette”) is given with a multiplier “x3.”  The total quotation of the 

Handbook and Specialized Catalog is therefore CHF 2300 x 3 = CHF 6900. 

Another example: a Geneva yellow-green “large eagle” stamp (Z. number 6) canceled with a Geneva 

grill on cover.  The base price for a cover franked with such a stamp is CHF 4900 (SBK 2011).  The plus-

value of a Geneva grill cancellation on cover is indicated with a supplement of +80% on the base price, 

which gives CHF 3920.  The total quotation of Handbook and Specialized Catalog is thus CHF 4900 + 3920 

= CHF 8820. 

For stamps or covers that have two or more different plus-values, only the highest plus-value is 

added to the base price. 

This system of plus-values for “special values” that adds to the base price can be applied in future 

editions of the SBK catalog. 

 

In Conclusion: A True Innovation 

From an unbiased point of view, we can declare that Handbook and Specialized Catalog of Swiss 

Cantonal Stamps 1843-1854 represents a true innovation in Swiss philatelic literature.  The new concept of 

valuation, although applied for the first time in Switzerland, is not so new.  The Handbuch und Katalog 

der deutschen Kolonial-Vorläufer [Handbook and Catalog of German Fore-runners] by Dr. Friedrich F. 

Steuer and Ronald F. Steuer, published by Editions Schwaneberger, is conceived in the same manner and 

has thus become the “father” of this approach.  The new work by Corinphila will certainly find many buy-

ers and interested people, and will be heavily used by collectors of Swiss classic stamps and postal history, 

a community of philatelists that continues to grow.  This publication deserves such success. 

 

 

 

9-11 and Free Mail from 

Switzerland: A 

Cover for YOU! 
 The horrors of 9-11 in 

2001 prompted sympathy around 

the  globe.  As a gesture to the 

American people, Swiss Post 

mailed some letters to the Unit-

ed States for one day, 20 Sep-

tember, free of charge. 

 An example of such a let-

ter is shown above.  It was 

mailed from Islikon, a small 

town now part of the community of Gachnang, 

near Frauenfeld, in the Swiss canton of Thurgau. 

The letter bears a P.P. mark, indicating that the 

required postage has been 

paid, thus ensuring that no 

zealous postal clerk would 

mark it postage due.  It 

also shows the picturesque 

post mark of Islikon fea-

turing a prominent build-

ing, the Greuterhof, of the 

town. 

 The Greuterhof was 

built in 1777 as an indigo-

dye plant.  It was restored  

(continued    on   page   16) 
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Landi ’39: Part IV (Continued from page 1) 

 Immediately after entering 

the Riesbach or right bank venue of 

the Landi, the visitor came to a series 

of buildings devoted to topics which 

do not have specific products or 

equipment to display.  The first build-

ing in this series was called Land-

wirtschaft in der Volkswirtschaft 

(Agriculture in the National Econo-

my) emphasizing the importance of 

agriculture.  After the war broke out 

this importance became critical as 

Switzerland was cut off from its usual 

foodstuff suppliers.  A National Culti-

vation program would be instituted in 

1941 to encourage planting of crops 

on every available plot of land. 

 Next was a display of tech-

niques of plant culture (Kulturtech-

nik) followed by displays of internal migration (Innenkolo-

nisation), marketing and advertising (Markt und Propa-

ganda), and gardening (Pflanzenbau). 

 Following these buildings the visitor came to three 

buildings, two of which housed temporary exhibits of lives-

tock and machinery (Temporäre Tier- und Maschinenauss-

tellungen), a rather strange combination! The third 

building was used for temporary special exhibitions (Tem-

poräre Sonderausstellungen). 

 The next series of buildings was devoted to wine 

and fruit juices – Kelterei-Süssmosterei (fruit and grape 

presses), Obst- und Weinbau (fruit juice and wine indus-

try), and Weindegustation (wine tasting). 

 
Fig. 51.  (L.A. 252, Photoglob-Wehrli 

& Vouga & Co., A.G.). 

 
Fig. 52.  The Enge tower supporting 

the cableway (L.A. 55, Photoglob). 

 

 
Fig. 53.  The Riesbach tower support-

ing the cableway (L.A. 14, Photoglob). 

 

 
Fig. 56. Riesbach entrance plaza with the Land-

wirtschaft in der Volkswirtschaft building  

(L.A. 610, Photo-Rotation W. Pleyer). 

 

 
Fig. 54. The Tower Restaurant  

(L.A. 18, Photoglob). 

 
Fig. 55. Tower Restaurant publicity 

postcard (privately-produced). 
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 The final stop along this entry path was an area devoted to vegetable growing (Gemüsebau).  

 Behind the above-mentioned buildings associated with wine and vegetables was located the Landi’s 
Festival Hall (Festhalle) which could seat up to 5,000 spectators around an arena under a cylindrical slid-
ing roof with a span of 146 feet and a center height of 58 feet.  The roof was mounted on a roller track and 
could be opened or closed in five minutes.  Of the 5,000 seats, 1,500 were in a grandstand (Tribüne) under a 

fixed roof.  Depending on the event the 3,500 seats under 
the movable roof could be arranged around a flat festival 
area by removing some or all of the seats or left in place to 
view productions on the stage on the opposite end of the 
hall from the grandstand seats. 

 Along the street-side of the right bank venue 
beyond the Festhalle were several buildings dedicated to 
various aspects of farming – cattle breeding (Haus der 

Tierzucht), dairy (Milchwirtschaft), agricultural machi-
nery (Landwirtschaft Hilfsstoffe und Maschinen). 

 The visitor, having reached the far end of the right 
bank venue of the Landi, now headed back through the 
area of the Exposition called the Dörfli (Little Village) 
(Figure 57).  He first came to three farmhouses – Berg-
bauernhaus (mountain farmhouse), Grosses Bauernhaus 

(large farmhouse), and Kleines Bauernhaus (small farm-

 
Fig. 57.  The Dörfli (L.A. 645, Photo-Rotation W. Pleyer). 

 
Fig. 58.  The Landgasthof restaurant 

(privately-produced postcard). 

 
Fig. 59.  The Ostschweizer Winzerstube and the Ge-
nossenschaftshaus (privately-produced postcard). 

 
Fig. 60.  Nachnahme cover from the Dörfli Post Office at the Landi. 

                   
                       Fig. 61.  The Dörfli Post Office. 
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house).  The mountain farmhouse was built in the style of central Switzerland, the area around Einsiedeln 
in Canton Schwyz. There was a vineyard between the large farmhouse and the lake. 

 Attached to the dairy exhibit building but extending into the Dörfli area was a building housing a 
village cheese-making enterprise (Dorfkäserei). 

 The visitor then entered the village square (Dorfplatz) which was bounded on three sides by the 
Landgasthof, the Gemeindehaus, and the Genossenschaftshaus with the Ostschweizerische Winzerstube.  
The fourth side of the square was lake front. 

 The Landgasthof (Inn) was a restaurant seating 1,200 patrons (Figure 58).  It included a dining ter-
race over the lake, a garden dining area on the lakeside, and interior dining areas.  There was also a bowl-
ing alley in the building. 

 The Genossenschaftshaus (co-op) housed exhibits explaining the co-op concept.  Attached to the co-
op was the Ostschwerizerische Winzerstube (Eastern Swiss wine bar) called “zur Rebe” (House of the Vine) 
(Figure 59). 

 The Gemeindehaus (community center) housed the Dörfli post office on its ground floor.  The upper 
floor was a large community auditorium.  Figure 60 shows a cover stamped with the special Dörfli post-
mark.  This cover is interesting as it shows a piece of postal stationery that would only be used during the 
duration of the Landi.  Figure 61 shows a picture of the Dörfli post office taken from the special presenta-
tion album. 

 Attached to the community center was a building exhibiting folk costumes (Trachtenhof) (Figure 62) 
from all regions of Switzerland which then led to an area where regional handicrafts were demonstrated 
(Heimatwerk). 

 Clustered together around a small square were several wine bars, each highlighting the wines of 
their region, and, for the non-drinker, an apple cider bar (Mostwirtschaft) called “Zum rote Öpfel” (House of 
the Red Apple).  The five wine bars served wines from their regions – Canton Vaud, Canton Neuchâtel, 
Canton Valais (Figure 63), Canton Ticino (Figure 64), and Cantons Geneva and Fribourg.  The Ticino wine 
bar (Grotto Ticinese) was the largest of the wine bars and also included a bocce ball court. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Along the lake next to the wine bars was the 
Küchliwirtschaft (culinary arts) building which housed a 
660 seat restaurant with a large dining terrace over the 
lake (Figure 65). 

 On either side of the dock for the ferry to the 
Festplatz on the left bank stood the last two restaurants 
in the Dörfli area – the Fischerstube (Fisherman’s Grot-
to) with the Fischerhütte (Fisherman’s Shack) (Figure 
66) and the Jagd- und Bündnerstube (Hunting and 
Graubündener’s Grotto).  The Fisherman’s Shack was a 
recreation of a typical fisherman’s work place, complete 
with fishing nets.  The Fisherman’s Grotto housed a res-
taurant seating 120 guests.  This building remained in 

 
Fig. 62.  The Trachtenhof (L.A. 309, J. Gaberell). 

 
Fig. 63.  The wine bar of Canton Valais 
(L.A. 43, Photoglob). 

 
Fig. 64.  The wine bar of Canton Ticino 
(L.A. 7, Photoglob). 
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use after the Landi.  In 1956 the straw roof caught fire.  The building was rebuilt and serves as a restau-
rant to this day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The other side of the 
ferry dock was the Hunting and 
Graubündener’s Grotto which served two functions – an exhibition of 
game hunting and a restaurant / wine bar featuring fare from Canton 
Graubünden and seating 400 people. 

Now having completed the circuit of the exhibits of the Landi, 
the visitor could now have some fun in the attractions area.  Like 
fairs everywhere, the Landi had an area set aside for rides, games, 
shooting galleries, and other such activities. 

 But the visitor might first have wanted to send a postcard to a 
friend or family member.  The postal service had stationed a postal 
bus adjacent to the attractions area (Figure 67).  Figure 68 shows a 
cover stamped with the special Automobil-Postbureau postmark.  The 
Swiss postal service had outfitted regular postal buses as mobile post 
offices beginning in 1937.  These mobile post offices were primarily 
used at special events.  The last mobile post office bus was taken out 
of service in 2001. 

 The highlight, literally, of the attractions area was a large 
tower with two gondolas suspended from it called the Attraktionskran 
(Attractions Crane).  The ride was called in Swiss-German “Lueg is 
Land” (“Look, it’s the country). 

 
Fig. 67.  Postal bus serving as a post office at the Ex-

position (L.A. 41, Photoglob). 

 
Fig. 68.  Postcard cancelled at the postal bus at the Landi. 

 
Fig. 65.  The Küchliwirtschaft restaurant 

(L.A. 1201, Schwarz). 

 
Fig. 66.  The Fisherman’s Grotto and Shack restau-

rants   (post-Landi postcard, Beringer & Pampaluchi). 

 
Fig. 69.  The 10 millionth visitor  

(L.A. 681, Photo-Rotation W. Pleyer) 
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 The Landi was impacted by the outbreak of World War II on September 1, 1939.  The Swiss Army 
mobilized on that day and the Exposition closed the following day.  Officials decided to reopen the Landi on 
September 5, 1939, as an assertion of national resolve in the face of the crisis.  The Swiss people responded 
with increased attendance in October, setting a one-day attendance record of 163,567 on October 15.  Fig-
ure 69 shows a postcard commemorating the 10 mil-
lionth visitor at 4:48pm on October 24. 

The Landi closed as originally planned on October 29, 
1939, with a dramatic lowering of the flag at midnight 
on that date (Figure 70). 
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The fine article on the "LANDI '39" by 
Richard Hall brought back many pleasant 
memories of that great exposition which I 
visited as a school boy. The "Höhenstrasse" 
with the flags of all Swiss municipalities was 
most impressive and we kids competed with 
each other as to who could identify the most 
flags by name! Furthermore, the "Schiffli-
bach" and the many restaurants which 
served local specialties are vivid in my mind. 

Before the opening of the "Landi" 
there was a drawing competition in the 
schools among schoolchildren for having their 
drawing exhibited in the education pavilion. 
To my greatest surprise, since I never could 
draw, I found my drawing of a stylized Santa 
Claus in that exhibition.  How that picture 
got chosen is still a puzzle to me today some 
70+ years later!  

  Ernest L.Bergman 
 

 
Fig. 70.  Closing ceremony of the Exposition (post-Landi 

postcard, o11552, Photoglob-Wehrli & Vouga & Cie.). 

 

 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 

Inquiries or Membership:  

    Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
    E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
Website: http://www.ganzsachen.ch 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall 

The August 1 Bundesfeier cancel this year is from Stans in half-canton of Nid-

walden.  The cancel shows the coats of arms of the two half-cantons that make up the 

canton of Unterwalden, one of the original cantons of 1291.  Figure 1 shows the cancel 

with the arms of Obwalden to the left and Nidwalden to the right. 

In going through my K-cancel collection the other day, I noticed one envelope 

was thicker than usual so I looked inside.  Lo and behold, there was a brochure from 

the building shown on the K-cancel.  Figure 2 shows the cover from Kiesen with K-

cancel K 652 which was in use between 

April 6, 1976, and May 30, 1992.  The cachet 

on the envelope is a drawing 

of the National Dairy Farm-

ing Museum shown on the 

K-cancel.  Kiesen is a small 

Emmental village on the 

Aare River just north on 

Thun with a population of 

744 in 2002.  According to 

the brochure, whose cover 

(Figure 3) is the basis of the 

envelope’s cachet, the first 

cheese-making facility was founded in Kiesen in 1815 by Rudolf Ema-

nuel Effinger von Wildegg.  The rationale behind cheese making 

is to turn a short-lived commodity, milk, into a longer-lived form, 

cheese.  Changes in agricultural production at the beginning of 

the 19th century had brought about an increased production of 

milk.  Cheese making offered an ideal way to deal with this in-

creased production. 

The building which housed this first cheese-making facili-

ty has been restored in Kiesen and now houses a museum (Figure 

4*).  The first floor of the building is set up as the original 1815 

cheese-making facilty.  The upper floor where the cheese maker 

lived is now an information center illustrating the history of the 

cheese-making economy and how cheese is made.  The develop-

ment of agricultural and dairy equipment is shown through a slide show along with information on alpine 

customs and the alpine herdsman’s craft. 

Here’s this month’s list of post office changes. 

1.  On June 30, 2011, the post office at 5705 Hallwil (canton Aargau) was 

closed [assumed by 5707 Seengen] 

2.  On July 15, 2011, the post office at 4114 Hofstetten (canton Solothurn) 

was closed [assumed by 4112 Bättwil-Flüh] [K-cancel K 1266 was last 

used on that date] 

3.  On July 16, 2011, the post office at 6263 Richenthal (canton Luzern) was 

closed [assumed by 6260 Reiden] 

4.  On July 29, 2011, the post office at 4124 Schönenbuch (canton Basel- 

 Land) was closed [assumed by 4123 Allschwil 1] 

5.  On July 30, 2011, the following post offices were closed: 

7163 Danis (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7166 Trun] 

1212 Grand-Lancy 2 Place du 1er Août (canton Genève) [assumed by 

1212 Grand-Lancy 1] 

Short list this time.   

 
Fig. 1.  Stans K-cancel 

 
Fig. 2.  Cover with Kiesen K-cancel K 652 

 
Fig. 3.  Cover of Kiesen brochure 

 
Fig. 4.  Current view of the Kiesen building 

* For you techies out there, this 

photograph is a screen capture 

from a Google street-view.  You 

can “drive” down a street most 

anywhere in the world and see 

the roadside sights.  Just open 

up Google Earth, go to the place 

you want to look at, drag the 

little figure of a man from the 

upper right corner to the street 

you want to view.  If Google has 

photographed this street it will 

be outlined in blue and you will 

be transported to the street 

where you can look in all direc-

tions. 
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Swiss Cantonal, Federal 

and Rayon Forgeries on 

CD 
 The Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great 

Britain has produced a CD based on the collection 

formed by Cedric Dry, illustrating and describing 

over 900 hundred forgeries alongside some of the 

genuine issues. 

 This CD is now available to non-members 

of the society at a price of $25.00 plus $5.00 p&p to 

the us .  

 Payment can be made by pay pal or $ US 

cheque.  

 If you wish to purchase a copy, please con-

tact Ian Gilchrist of IG Stamps at ad-

min@igstamps.com 

 

9-11 and Free Mail from 

Switzerland 
(continued from page 8)   with the assistance of Pro 

Patria and is owned by a nonprofit organization; it 

includes a phone museum, Telephonica. 

 The envelope has been donated, to be 
offered for sale by auction.  The entire proceeds 

(bidding price of the highest bidder, not reduced to 

one increment over the second highest bid as in 

our normal auctions) will support the activity to 

establish the “Flight 93 Memorial” in Western 

Pennsylvania, at the crash site of the third hi-

jacked plane, to honor the passengers and crew of 

the plane who prevented additional damage and 

hardship, probably in the Washington DC area. 

 Send your bids to Gordon Trotter at auc-

tion@swiss-stamps.org or 10626 Fable Row, Co-

lumbia, MD 21044.  The closing date for bids is 

September 20. 
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